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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BAGHDA 00372 201045Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 
L-03 SS-15 PM-05 OES-07 /076 W 

102752 201052Z/23 

R 201005Z FEB 78 
FM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5711 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS BAGHDAD 0372 

BRUSSELS FOR FAA, ROME FOR RCAA 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAIR, IZ 

SUB J : GOI DECENTRALIZES OVERFLIGHT AND TECHNICAL 
LANDING PERMISSION FOR NON-SCHEDULED FLIGHTS 

1 . GOI STATE ORGANIZATION FOR CIVIL AVIATION(SOCA) 

HAS STREAMLINED ITS SYTEM FOR GRANTING OF PERMISSION 
TO UNSCHEDULED AIRCRAFT TO OVERFLY IRAQ OR TO MAKE 
TECHNICAL LANDINGS BY ESTABLISHING A "COMPANIES' 

AFFAIRS SECTION" AT BAGHDAD INTERNATION AIRPORT. 

NEW OFFICE HAS AUTHORITY TO ISSUE OVERFLIGHT AND TECHNICAL 
LANDING PERMISSION WITHOUT HAVING TO REFER REQUESTS 
TO THE ORGANIZATION ITSELF. IN ONE RECENT CASE, NEW OFFICE 
APPROVED OVERFLIGHT REQUEST FROM US CARRIER ON DAY OF RECEIPT. 

2. COMMENT: IN PAST TWO YEARS GOI HAS COMPLAINED SEVERAL 
TIMES ABOUT UNAUTHORIZED OVERFLIGHTS OF IRAQI AIRSPACE 
BY US AIRCRAFT. PART OF THE PROBLEM HAS BEEN THE 
LENGHTH OF TIME WHICH SOCA HAS TAKEN TO PROCESS REQUESTS. 

NEW SYSTEM SHOULD AMELIORATE THIS PROBLEM. NONETHELESS, 
REQUESTORS SHOULD RESPECT, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, GOI 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00372 201045Z 

RULES THAT REQUESTS BE FILED AT LEAST TWO WEEKS IN 
ADVANCE. 
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